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On February 23, 1984, the late Dr Victor Chang informed a 39-year-old shearer from 

Armidale that he had successfully been transplanted with a new heart. 

Later that year, Dr Chang operated on 14-year-old Fiona Coote, who became the 

youngest person in Australia to undergo a heart transplant. Her story captured 

the attention of the world and put St Vincent’s on the map as a leading centre for 

transplantation surgery. 

Mr Charles Curran AC, founder and Chairman of the Curran Foundation, was Chairman 

of the St Vincent’s Hospital Board during these events in the early 1980’s:

“What we witnessed at the time was the convergence of pharmacological, nursing 
and medical skills with surgical innovation under the leadership of the brilliant 
Victor Chang. What it meant was that the Hospital was able to give people a 
future and quality of life that was otherwise not possible.  It was a demanding but 
exciting period for everyone involved”.  

Today, St Vincent’s continues to be internationally recognised as a preeminent centre for 

heart and lung transplantation surgery boasting the highest post-transplant survival rates 

of any centre in the world and participating in numerous international clinical trials.

The Transplant Unit also has an active mechanical device program, supported in part by 

the Curran Foundation, and is set to implant the first left and right ventricular artificial 

heart later this year.

News from the Campus – St Vincent’s Heart Lung Unit celebrates 25 years 

Celebrating 25 years of heat lung transplantation at St 
Vincent’s: Dr Phil Spratt, Director of St Vincent’s Heart 
Lung Transplant Unit, the Hon John Della Bosca MLC, 
NSW Minister for Health and Ms Fiona Coote.
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Diary Dates – Remaining 2009 dates

September 14	 St Vincent’s Research Week Open Day 
	 The St Vincent’s Campus will be hosting tours of the Darlinghurst Research Precinct taking in the Garvan 		

	 Institute of Medical Research and the new Lowy Packer Building, housing the St Vincent’s Centre for Applied 	

	 Medical Research and Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute. Please contact the Foundation on 

	 (02) 8382 2134 for more information.  

	 St Vincent’s Research Week is an annual event which brings together researchers and clinicians from across the Campus to foster 	

	 collaborations and translation of research into real bedside solutions. The week includes seminars and lectures, the presentation of 	

	 Campus research awards and, for the first time, the opportunity for the public to visit a number of the key research facilities on 	

	 the Campus.	  

October 1	 Annual Spring Cocktail Party, Trivett, 6.30pm – 9.00pm  
	 Guest Speaker: Professor Allan Spigelman, Director, St Vincent’s & Mater Health Cancer Services 

October 12	 CPR class, St Vincent’s Hospital, 5.30pm – 7.00pm 
	 This class is now at capacity. Further CPR classes will be scheduled for 2010. 
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It was with great sadness that we bid farewell to our inaugural 

Chairman, Charles Hulley AM at a beautiful memorial earlier 

this year.  After bravely coping with major health issues for some 

years, Charles died peacefully on Easter Sunday. He is sadly 

missed. 

Charles was appointed Chairman of the Curran Foundation 

in 1984 where he made an extraordinary contribution to its 

development, sharing his amazing gifts of insight, wisdom and 

appreciative enthusiasm. He was appointed a Member of the 

Order of Australia in 2005 for his service to the community, 

particularly healthcare as Chairman of the Curran Foundation 

and Board Director of St Vincent’s Hospital, to encouraging 

multiculturalism and to greater understanding of indigenous 

culture.

On June 3, at a special reception at the home of Curran 

Foundation Life Governors Jenny and Kerry Pooley, I was 

delighted to announce the successful completion of our  
$3.75 million CT appeal. This has been a thrilling outcome  

for all concerned and the support from businesses and  

generous individuals has been remarkable. 

The new Toshiba Aquilion CT will provide the most advanced 

CT images available particularly of the heart, brain and blood 

vessels. One of the major applications of the device will be in 

reducing the need for investigative angiogram procedures for 

people with suspected cardiovascular disease.

Adding to the outstanding generosity from our community 

of supporters, acclaimed pianist Roger Woodward gave us 

three wonderful gifts during his week in Sydney in early June: 

performing for the major benefactors of CT appeal on June 3, 

hosting a master class for talented young Sydney University 

students, and performing a stunning Chapel Concert on June 6.

Roger’s generosity was enjoyed and appreciated by all his 

audiences. Thank you Roger for your wonderful commitment to 

the Foundation.

On July 30, Victoria arranged a fabulous evening to encourage 

the next generation of Curran Foundation supporters at the 

Tim Olsen Gallery.  The evening attracted a capacity 120 guests 

comprising many of our younger Benefactors, children of our 

supporters and their friends. The event included particularly 

interesting speakers: Paul Cave, founder of BridgeClimb, and 

St Vincent’s psychiatrist, Professor Kay Wilhelm who has a 

particular interest in urban mental health. The audience was 

captivated by the topic Stress, Success and Happiness and 

interesting discussion ensued. The evening had great verve - 

bright, vibrant and great fun.     

Coming up on October 1, we look forward to welcoming you 

to our annual Spring Cocktail Party at Trivett’s Alexandria 

showroom. Your invitation is enclosed with this newsletter.

This event is an opportunity for us to thank our wonderfully 

generous supporters, and to encourage new support of the 

Foundation’s work. 

 

I take this opportunity now to extend my personal thank you 

to the incredible generosity of all our Patrons and Benefactors 

which has enabled and continues to enable us to give so much 

support to St Vincent’s Campus.

Trish Burns AM

Executive Director

The Paul  and El izabeth Curran Foundation  1   

Issue 4   August 2009

Professor Anne Keogh, Mr Blake and Mrs Georgie Walker with  
Mrs Trish Burns AM and Professor David Muller at the Roger Woodward 
recital to thank benefactors to the Curran Foundation CT appeal.

Mr Paul Burges, Mr Guillaume Volz, Mr Matt Cowley and Mr Adam 
Coonan at the Curran Foundation Generation X event on July 30.





News from the Foundation – Curran grant for retinal camera saves a young man’s sight

“This is just one example of the wonderful things 
that happen with the Curran Foundation’s support 
of the Campus. Saving one young man’s sight makes 
the camera worthwhile and we are so grateful for the 
opportunity to help people in this way.  Thank you!”  

Professor Lesley Campbell AM, Director of St Vincent’s Diabetes Services

According to Diabetes Australia, there are around 890,000 Australians 

currently diagnosed with diabetes. However, for every person diagnosed

with diabetes it is estimated that there is another who is not yet 

diagnosed. A total of about 1.7 million people.

Professor Lesley Campbell, Director of St Vincent’s Diabetes Services, 

attests to this, “It is common for a patient to present at St Vincent’s 

with some other complication, and we find during their treatment that 

they also have diabetes. Often there have been no symptoms of the 

diabetes or the symptoms have been mild or inconsequential and so 

ignored.”

That is exactly what happened to a 24-year Sydney old man who was 

admitted to St Vincent’s with hypertension and was later diagnosed 

with Type 2 diabetes. St Vincent’s Diabetes Services were contacted 

to assess this patient and during the consultation clinicians used the 

retinal camera donated by the Curran Foundation to assess the man’s 

eyes. 

Doctors were surprised to see advanced diabetes changes in the young 

man’s eyes and he commenced laser eye treatment the very next day. 

He would have soon lost his sight had these changes not been detected.

Diabetic Retinopathy is a common side-effect of diabetes and can 

cause blindness. There are often no warning signs of the degeneration 

so assessment with a retinal camera is vital. 

Before the Curran grant for the camera in 2008, diabetes patients at 

St Vincent’s would need to attend separate clinics for eye screening. In 

this instance, a specialist appointment may have taken critical weeks 

and left the man at risk of permanent blindness.

Routine retinal photography of diabetes patients at St Vincent’s also 

means that appointments with ophthalmologists in the busy eye clinics 

are only made when changes have been detected – saving patients, and 

the hospital, time and money.

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

Demonstration of an eye examination with the retinal camera.

The Curran Foundation wishes to thank those who have chosen us for In Memoriam donations on the passing of a loved one,  
or for donations in lieu of celebratory gifts. We are so grateful of this generosity and extend special thanks to:

 	The family of the late Charles Hulley AM

	 The family of the late Edmund Yun Kie Lee

	 The family of the late Llynden Riethmuller

	 Mr Charles Curran AC on the occasion of his 70th birthday

	 Mr Ian and Mrs Gail Hoole on the occasion of their  

	 60th birthday celebrations

	 Mr Harold and Mrs Jill Gold on the occasion of their  

	 golden wedding anniversary celebrations
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THANK YOU

On May 12, the Commonwealth Government approved a $70 million 

funding package to enable the development of the Garvan St Vincent’s 

Campus Cancer Centre (GSVCCC). 

This much needed support by the Government will enable construction 

of the new $100 million state-of-the-art facility to commence within 

the year, with the $30 million balance to be sought from corporate and 

private philanthropy.

The week following the budget announcement, Sisters Helen Clarke 

and Leone Wittmack began a 13-day, 400km walk from Dubbo to 

Darlinghurst to raise additional support and awareness for the Cancer 

Centre. 

Starting at Western Plains Zoo Dubbo on May 24, the Sisters walked 

through the New South Wales towns of Wellington, Molong, Orange, 

Bathurst, Lithgow and Katoomba on their route to Darlinghurst, 

engaging local communities along the way and spending time with 

people who have been affected by cancer. 

The spirited celebration also engaged walkers and runners from across 

the St Vincent’s Campus who accompanied the Sisters, and Cancer 

Centre Patron Delta Goodrem on the final leg of the walk through 

Darlinghurst and Centennial Park.

When completed, the Cancer Centre will bring together over 350 

researchers and clinicians in a multidisciplinary effort in the fight 

against cancer.  The purpose built Centre will have a major focus 

on translational research (that is, applying laboratory findings into 

patient care) as well as the development of innovative, personalised 

medicine approaches. New telemedicine facilities will also enable 

improved access to clinical education and patient support for rural 

communities. 

The GSVCCC will be complementary to other cancer initiatives being 

developed in Australia. 

News from the Campus – Crucial government funding approved for new cancer centre

Walking up Oxford Street, Sister Helen Clarke RSC and Leone Wittmack, RSC 
with Cancer Centre Patron, Delta Goodrem.

Impression of the new 
Garvan St Vincent’s 
Campus Cancer Centre.
Building work on the 
$100 million site will 
begin later this year.

Harold and Jill Gold, Curran Foundation Benefactors, arrived on 
horseback when they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
in May.


